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BACKGROUND-~HAKEUP OF SUPREME SOVIET

I. Buprene Soviet of the USSR is compoaed of
1 347 members, divided iuto two houses of ‘
legally equal status: ' | |

A, t§oviet of the Unioh“--708 mémbers?—

based on overall population: ohé deputy

for each 300,000 inhabitants bt-uSsR.

B, "Soviet of Nationalities"-~639 members—;

min representation: 25

deputies from each of 16 "constituent

republics", 11 deputies from each of 16,
"autonomous republics”, 5 deputies from. iR
each of 9 "autonomous regionis“,v,._v 1 dap iR
from each of 10 "nationai areas", pli.lns.

8 deputies from "military units abroad",

. Members are elected every four years (last
election: May '51%). ) N | 0
‘A, ‘Elections, tormally, are an basis uni- i

)
uf

versal -u'froce and secret vallot. o

B. Actually tort oo s randidate for cach
Jos .
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;Unreconciled d\rqahreements within the Party !

Presi’dium on either the budget or foreign

» ’ .
S

policy could be the reason for the postpones

\

ment and, in this connection, the resolution

of such possible disagreements might be ﬁ

followed by important chaoges in the Party

hierarchy.

A, However, if any Presidium members are 1h

,

-trouble (maybe Moiotov, about whom there

“

are persistent rumors) ‘it would more
logical to delayv any shifts until the o

20th meeting of the Party Congress in

mid-Feb '56,
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